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Boulder, Colorado 

• 42 kilometers NW of Denver
• University town
• Population 105,673 (2019) 
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Comprehensive TDM planning

• 1989 Transportation 
Master Plan

• 1996 update to “no 
long-term growth in 
vehicle travel over 
1994 levels
• Achieved by 2009
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Key interventions
• PT improvements

• Hop, Skip, Jump

• 10 minute peak headways

• Cycle facilities
• 95% of arterials 

accommodate cycling
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Key interventions
• Benefit investment districts

• Parking fees invested in low 
carbon modes 

• Parking Management
• Key to achieving SOV reductions

• Coordinated plans
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EcoPass
• Not available for individual purchase

• Insurance based model

• Universities

• Businesses

• Neighbourhoods
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Measurement Methodology
“If you don’t count it, it doesn’t count”
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Outcomes - general

• By 2016 GHG 
emissions estimated 
to be 30% lower than 
without 
interventions
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Outcomes - EcoPass

• Residents drive 2,600 fewer miles annually

• Employees drive 2,300 fewer miles annually

• 5-9 times more likely to take public transport

• 40-55% fewer emissions for EcoPass holders 
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Outcomes – Mode share

Change in mode share for commute trips 1999-2018
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Relevance to New Zealand
• Bulk public transport passes

• Universities

• Employers

• Neighbourhoods

• Benefit improvement districts

• Strong target setting and monitoring programmes
• Measuring VKT
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