
Simon Says!

The role of the Chief 

Science Advisor

Simon Kingham

Kaitohutohu Matua Pūtaiao | Chief 

Science Adviser

Transport Research Colloquium, Wellington, 14 November 2018 



Ahorangi, University of Canterbury

Ahorangi | Professor Simon Kingham

Kaihautū, Te Taiwhenua o te Hauora | Director, Geohealth Laboratory 

Tari Mātai Matawhenua | Dept of Geography

Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha | University of Canterbury

Teaching and research interests

► Impact of the urban environment on individual and community health and wellbeing.  

► Transport

► Public health 

► Strong community engagement/end user focus.

► Geospatial science 



Kaitohutohu Matua Pūtaiao, MoT

Kaitohutohu Matua Pūtaiao | Chief Science Advisor

Te Manatū Waka | Ministry of Transport

2 days a week

► Usually Tuesday and Wednesday

Purpose

► provide advice to the Ministry on areas that would benefit from scientific input

► champions the Ministry’s use of evidence throughout the policy process and its 

development of wider sector strategies. 
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Evidence based policy



Independent advice



Link policy makers with research(ers)



Policy makers and researchers



Researchers



Policy makers



Research meets and informs policy



Outcome

Evidence based policy


